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Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
1915  as  iMedical  Officer  of  the  Coleford  Urban  District. 

Coleford  Urban  District  consists  of  the  Town  of  Coleford,  to- 
gether with  the  surrounding  districts  of  Berry  Hill,  portions  of  the 
Lane  End,  Milk  wall,  Mhitecliffe,  and  the  Scowles.  The  Town 
itself  occupies  a hollow  in  the  centre  of  the  district,  Whitecliffe 
})eing  the  only  portion  which  is  on  a lower  level  tlian  that  of  the 
town.  Berry  Hill,  the  highest  point,  is  751  feet  above  sea  level, 
Whitecliffe,  the  lowest  point,  is  375  feet,  and  the  Town  is  558  feet 
above  sea  level. 

The  area  of  the  District  is  2,235  acres,  and  at  the  Census  of 
1911  the  population  was  2,604,  occupying  566  separate  dwellings. 
This  number  is  divided  among  the  different  localities  approximate!}^ 
tlius  : — The  Scowles,  256;  Lane  End,  574;  Jlerry  Hill,  247;  Pool- 
way,  50;  Whitecliffe,  133;  iMilkwall,  192;  and  Coleford,  1,172.  The 
Registrar  estimates  the  present  po])ulation  at  2,577. 

The  District  lies  on  the  edge  of  the  Forest  of  Dean  Coalfield, 
the  outcrop  of  the  coal  measures  dividing  it  into  two  almost  equal 
parts  on  a line  running  roughly  in  a North  and  South  direction.  The 
eastern  half  lies  above  the  coal  measures,  and  has  a clay  soil,  while 
the  Western  half  lies  above  the  iron  ore  and  limestone  measures. 

The  natural  drainage  of  the  District  is  towards  three  small 
valleys,  which  radiate  from  the  Town,  one  running  almost  due  east 
one  north-east,  and  the  other  north-west.  The  streams  which  flow 
from  these  depressions  unite  within  the  Town  to  form  the  brook 
which  leaves  the  Town  at  the  southern  end,  and,  after  passing 
through  Whitecliffe,  eventually  finds  its  way  into  the  Wye. 

The  chief  industries  carried  on  in  the  District  are  coal-mining, 
quarrying,  iron-mining,  and  agriculture.  No  trades  specially  in- 
jurious to  health  are  carried  on.  The  only  works  of  any  importance 
in  the  Town  are  the  Printing  Works, 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


Tlu'  siii)i>ly  lor  tht'  Town  itself  is  at  present  taken  from  a 
stream  which  issiu's  from  the  coal  measures,  rmrl  before  entering 
the  receiver  is  ])ass(Hl  tlirongh  a lilter  bed.  From  the  receiver  it 
runs  by  gnu  ity  to  the  lower  Fuels  of  the  Town.  The  liead  of  the 
stream  is  so  low  that  nowlau’e  within  the  Town  does  t!ie  water  i*ise 
appreciably  abo\e  the  guoiind  tloor  of  the  houses.  Ifesides  this, 
during  a dry  season,  the  sn])ply  is  inadequate  for  the  needs  of  the 
inhabitants.  Wdth  tlu'  (deaning  out  of- the  iMill  Fond  pit,  the 
Council  liave  foiuid  a su])})ly  sufficient  to  supply  any  need  wdiieh  is 
likely  to  arise  in  the  futin-e.  Since  my  last  rei)oi't  aiiother  sam])le 
lias  been  taken  from  the  }dt  for  analysis,  aTid,  I am  pleased  to 
state,  a favoiu-able  report  was  i-eceived  from  the  Analyst.  hdiis 
report  has  been  foi-wai'ded  to  the  Local  CloA^ernment  Hoard,  but 
iiotlnng  lias  l)ee7i  heard  from  them  with  regard  to  it  up  to  the 
present  time. 


Outside  the  Town  tlu'  iidiabitants  are  de])endent  u])on  wells, 
reservoirs,  and  s])rings  for  their  water  su])])l\n  During  a diw 
Summer  these  scmrces  often  fail,  and  tlie  need  for  a supply  less 
dependent  upon  the  ininiediate  I'ainfall  is  keenly  felt.  No  jiew- 
wells  have  been  siudv  dmang  the  y'ear,  and  no  improved  sources  of 
supply  ] rovided.  There  ai-e  22b  reservoirs  and  106  wells,  both 
public  an.d  })]'ivate,  in  the  District.  Some  of  these  })ul)lic  W'ells 
form  th  ’ ■■’(urrces  of  supply  for  large  Tunnbers  of  houses  in  their 
vicinities..  Idie  su|)])Iy  for  the  Scowdes  is  drawn  from  an  old  mine 
working,  and  some  of  tlie  inhal)ita]its  have  to  (airiw  the  water  for 
considerable  distimces  to  their  houses.  The  well  wdiich  Fwms  the 
chief  source  of  supply-  for  Benw  Hill  is  in  an  out-of-the-way^  spot, 
a long  distan('e„  from  the  houses,  fume  End  and  .Milkwvall  depend 
npon  their  own  wells  and  reservoirs  for  tlieii-  su])ply.  Thii'teen 
samples  have  been  taken  for  aTudy’sis  during  tlie  year. 


SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 


ddu'  drainage  of  Colefoirl  remains  in.  the  Siime  insanitary'  state 
as  before  reported,  ond  needs  to  be  carefully  and  systematically' 
altered.  I would  again  uigs'  upon  the  Council,  as  I have  done 
several  times  before,  the  advisaliility  of  consulting  a sanitary 
engineer,  and  h.aahng  a plan  made  of  a complete  sewei-age  system 
for  the  w’hole  lown.  That  tins  w'ould  lead  to  considei'able  economv' 
in  the  end  theiv'  is  not  the  slightest  doubt,  as  any  drainage  work 
which  nuiy  ha\'e  to  be  undertaken  now'  could  be  laid  dow'n  in 
acc'ordaiK'e  with  tlu'  plan,  and  would  not  need  recon striK'tion  w'hen 
the  coiiifilete- scheme  is  laid  down.  Tn  Lord’s  Hill,  w'here  I have 
for  severa.l  ytairs  urged  that  a ])i'o])er  sewer  should  be  laid,' we,  un- 
iortunat('l V,  had  an  outbreak  of  ty'phoid  fever,  but  luckilv  there 
were  no  deaths,  " • 


The  brook  still  does  duty  as  a sewer,  and  the  encdosed  portions 
have  been  ventilated  as  tlioronghly  as  ])ossible,  but  in  some  places 
where  it  passes  under  tlie  houses  tor  considerable  distances,  ])roj)er 
ventilation  is  impossible.  Many  ot  tbe  old  drains  leading  into  tlie 
brook  are  constructed  of  rough  stones,  wliicli  allow  leakage  in  all 
directions,  and  impede  the  ])assage  of  sev'age.  Several  of  these 
drains  have  broken  doun  completely. 

Where  the  sewage  is  not  ])iissed  into  the  brook  the  bucket 
svstem  is  used,  the  refuse  so  collected  being  cleared  awav  bv  tlie 
Coiincirs  scavenger  twice  weekly. 

The  ]n‘ivy  middens  which  are  used  in  tlie  outlying  districts  are 
gradually  being  superseded  by  septic  tanks.  House  refuse  is  also 
removed  twice  weekly  by  the  Scavenger. 

Closet  accommodation  is  as  follows  : — 


(1)  Privies  with  fixed  receptacles 227 

Privies  with  movable  receptacles 19f 

Fresh  water  closets 95 


Waste  water  and  hand-Tushed  closets 56 

(2)  Conversions  from  one  tx'pe  to  another. 

1909  1910  1911  1912  1913  1914  1915 

Privies  with  fixed  receptacles  to  privies 

with  movable  rece])tacles _ 10  8 9 9 9 2 1 

l’ri\ies  with  fixed  recxeptacles  to  fresh 

water  closets 1 2 1 2 0 0 0 

Privies  with  fixed  receptacles  to  fresh 

water  closets  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Privies  with  movalile  receptacles  to  fresh 

water  closets  1 0 0 1 0 2 2 

Privies  with  movable  rece])tacles  to  waste 

v.’ater  closets 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

There  are  no  fixed  ash-pits,  either  in  combination  witli  privies 
or  alone.  liefnse  is  either  used  on  the  gardens  or  collected  in 
boxes  and  buckets,  which  are  emptied  by  the  Hcavenger  twice 
weekly,  klovable  ash-bins  with  proper  coverings  are  used  in  96, 
cases,  and  in  360  cases  boxes  and  other  non-metal  receptacles  arc 
in  use. 

There  have  been  no  houses  newlj'  connected  witli  the.sewnr 
during  the  yeaig  and  no  new  eartli  closets,  pail  closets,  or  improved 
]jrivies  constructed.  Six  notices  were  issued  to  empty  privy  vaults 
and  one  privy  vault  abolisbed.  Thvo  new  septic  tanks  have  been 
constructed.  -•  ■ 


HOUSING. 


The  housing  accommodation  is  very  inadequate  in  every  part 
of  the  District,  many  of  the  older  houses  being  deficient  in  modern 
hygienic  requirerneiits.  JMost  of  the  houses  are  stone-built,  only  a 
few  of  the  new'er  ones  being  of  brick.  The  question  of  providing 
housing  accommodation  wall  need  serious  attentioji  in  the  near 
future.  No  new'  houses  have  been  built  this  year,  and  no  plans 
approved,  neither  have  there  been  any  wateiycertificates  granted. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  under  tlfe  1909  Act  by  myself 
and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  w'as  107.  The  houses  inspected  were 
mostly  in  the  Scowles  and  Whitecliffe  districts.  The  number  of 
houses  for  which  notices  were  served  under  the  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Act  of  1909  was  83,  and  of  these  83  were  remedied,  leav- 
ing none  in  abeyance.  The  number  of  notices  served  under  other 
sections  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  were  31,  and  29  of  the  defective 
houses  for  wdiich  these  notices  w’ere  served  v'cre  repaii’ed.  One  house 
has  been  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  on  representa- 
tion being  made  to  the  Council,  a closing  order  was  ‘issued,  the 
house  being  still  closed.  No  demolitioji  orders  were  made,  and  no 
houses  have  been  demolished.  Six  cases  of  over-crowding  were 
reported,  and  have  since  been  abated. 

During  the  inspections  reported  above,  the  following  defects 
have  been  noted:  — 

(1)  Ar  rangements  for  preventing  contamination  of  water  supply  5 

(2)  Closet  accommodation 12 

(3)  Drainage 11 

(4)  Condition  of  dwelling-house  w'ith  regard  to  light,  free  circu- 

lation of  air,  dampness,  and  cleanliness 23 

(5)  Privy,  drainage,  and  sanitaiU'  conditions  of  any  yard  or  out- 

houses belonging  to,  or  occupied  with,  the  dwelling-house  lU 

(6)  The  arrangements  for  the  deposit  of  ashes  and  refuse 3 

(7)  The  existence  of  any  room  which  nould,  in  pursuance  of 

sub-section  7 of  Section  17  of  the  Act  of  1909,  be  a dwell- 
ing-house, so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation 5 

(8)  Any  defects  in  other  matters  wdnch  may  tend  to  render  the 

dw'elling-house  dangerous  or  injurious  to  the  health  of  the 
inhabitants 14 


The  number  ol  complaints  reported  to  the  Council  was  10  and 
122  nuisances  were  abated.  00  preliminary  notices  were  served, 
and  2o  statutory  notices,  but  no  legal  proceedings  were  necessary. 

Other  inspections  have  bee]i  carried  out  as  follows  :■ — 


Lodging  Houses  .. 
Slaughter-houses. . 

Bakehouses 

Dairies,  cowsheds, 
Workshops 


Number  to  be 
las pec tod. 


4 

8 

and  milkshops  12 
15 


Number  Total  number 

Inspected,  of  Inspections. 

2 ...  70 

4 ...  2(l8 

8 ...  82 

12  ...  48 

15  ...  30 


Tlie  water  supply  at  each  of  the  four  Ihiblic  Elementary 
Schools  in  the  District  remains  as  before.  Infectious  cases  are 
notified  to  me  by  tlie  liead  teacliers,  and  such  cases  are  afterwards 
visited  by  myself  or  the  Sanitary  Inspectoi’,  and  after* satisfying 
myself  that  the  children  are  absent  for  the  reasons  given,  the  forms 
are  signed  and  forwarded  to  the  School  IMedical  Officer.  The 
sanitary  conditioiis  of  the  Schools  are  satisfactory. 


FOODS. 


Milk  Supply. — Idle  supply  of  milk,  on  the  whole,  may  be  re- 
garded as  being  quite  wholesome.  A portion  of  this  supply  comes 
from  farms  lying  outside  the  District.  Inspections  of  the  cowsheds 
show  that  the  cows  are  kept  under  good  conditions,  but  all  those 
who  are  concerned  in  the  handling  of  the  milk  supply  cannot  be  too 
careful  in  the  matter  of  cleanliness.  No  legal  proceedings  have 
been  taken  in  the  year,  but  there  liaA^e  been  two  surrenders  of  un- 
sound food 


GENERAL. 


The  road  wdiich  forms  the  onl^'  approach  to  the  Scowles  is  still 
in  the  same  condition  as  when  I mentioned  it  in  my  last  report. 
The  large  pieces  of  rock  which  jut  out  of  th.e  ground  in  places  make 
the  road  dangerous,  especialh'  in  wet  weather. 

Campbell  Itoad,  IMachen  Load,  and  Howard  lioad,  in  the  I^ane 
End  District  are  also  in  very  bad  condition,  as  also  are  the  Eorest 
and  Edenwall  Loads,  in  the  Milkwall  Histrict. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


During  the  3"ear  73  births  were  registered  belonging  to  the 
District.  Of  these,  34  were  boys  and  39  girls,  one  of  the  girls  being 


illegitimate.  The  birth  rate, 
28. h,  ail  increase  on  last  year, 
of  births  being  04. 


per  1,000  head  of  population,  was 
when  the  ratt'.  iwis  24.0,  the  number 


The  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  District  was  42,  9 of 
these  occurring  outside  the  district.  'The  death  rate,  jier  1,000 
head  of  ])opidation,  was  10.2,  an  increase  on  last  year,  when  the 
rate  was  10.7  per  1,000.  The  number  of  infants  \i  ho  died  before 
reaching  the  age  of  one  year  was  six,  making  an  infantile  death 
rate  of  82.1  per  1,000  birtlis,  a slight  increase  on  last  Ariar,  wlien 
the  number  of  infantile  deaths  was  h,  out  of  ()4  births,  the  rate 
lieiiig  78.1.  Of  these  0 infants,  4 died  of  premature  birth  and  an- 
other of  pneumonia.  Neither  of  these  infants  was  illegitimate.  Of 
the  other  00  deatlis,  20  were  of  persons  over  00  years  of  age,  17  of 
whom  were  over  70,  and  of  these  4 were  over  80  years  of  age.  Six 
deatlis  were  caused  by  cancer,  0 by  heart  disiaise,  4 b\'  ])ulmonary 
tuberculosis,  4 by  bronchitis,  0 by  pneumonia,  and  1 b}'  influenza. 
Coleford  has  the  liighest  death  rate  in  bronchitis  in  the  Oloucester- 
shire  area,  its  average  being  1.70.  In  pneumonia  it  comes  third. 
1 am  pleased  to  state  that  although  the  epidemic  of  measles  was 
A^ry  seA’ere,  we  escaped  without  a death.  In  past  years  the  deaths 
from  measles  has  raised  the  death  rate  considerably. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Tlie  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Avhich  occurred 
during  the  vear  Avas  d9  more  than  double  the  number  of  last  year. 
The  increase  in  these  infectious  cases  was  due  to  scarlet  fcA'Cr,  of 
wliich  there  has  been  an  epidemic  preA^alent  in  tins  neighbourhood 
an.d  in  Soutli  Olonrnouthshire,  24  notifications  of  this  disease 
reported.  44iese  cases  of  scarlet  fever  did  not  occur  in  any 
cular  locality,  but  were  spread  generally  over  the  whole  District. 
'There  were  five  cases  of  diphtheria,  fcair  of  wliich  occurred  in  ]\Iilk- 
wall  and  the  other  in  Hank  Street.  ITie  four  cases  of  diphtheria, 
witli  numerous  others  outside  our  District,  were  contracted  at  JDh 
wood  School.  The  cases  of  jilithisis,  of  which  there  were  five,  Avere 
scattered  over  the  District.  Dour  of  these  cases  have  ended 
fatally.  44ie  five  cases  of  typhoid  all  occurred  in  laird’s  Hill,  and 
were  confijied  to  tAvo  houses  closely  contiguous,  nearly  at  the  to]) 
of  the  hill.  'The  cause  of  this  outbreak  Avas,  Avithout  a doubt,  the 
se.Aver  gas  rising  to  the  highest  point  in  Mie  seAAer,  and,  lacking 
proper  outlets,  hnding  its  Avay  into  the  houses. 


'Pliere  liaA^e  been  iio  cases  of  o])hthalmia  neonatoiaim.  kleasles 
and  Oerman  measles  are  now  notifiable  as  infectious  diseases. 

No  infectious  cases  occurred  among  the  troops  Avliich  were 
located  in  the  District. 


Tlie  Boys’  School  and  the  Girls’  School  were  closed  on  Novem- 
ber lltli  and  were  re-o])ened  on  December  Idth.  The  closure  was 
necessary  owin^  to  the  e])idemics  of  Scarlet  Bever  and  Measles. 

Tlie  Scowlcs  School  was  closed  on  December  lOtli,  and  re- 
o])ened  on  January  htln  This  closure  w'as  also  necessary  onJng  to 
the  prevalence  of  measles. 

MT  have  still  no  isolation  hospital  and  no  public  disinfector, 
hnt  I sliall  he  in  a position  to  lay  a ])lan  before  you  next  month. 
'The  lb  houses  in  which  the  infectious  cases  occurred  were  disin- 
fected after  the  ]*ecoveiy’  of  the  cases  by  sidpliur  and  foi’maline 
fumes  and  formaline  spi'ay,  and  all  tlie  infectious  cases  were 
visited  and  re])orted  on. 

All  cases  of  infectious  diseases  which  were  notified  have  been 
cai-efully  investigated,  in  order  to  discover  the  causes  of  such  dis- 
eases and  their  distribution  in  the  District.  The  disinfections  re- 
feri-ed  to  above  were  carried  out  l)y  tlie  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  dis- 
infectants were  supplied  free  of  charge  to  persons  applying  for 
tlie  in. 

The  medical  ])ractitioners  in  the  District  utilise  liacteriologieal 
aids  to  diagnosis  iu  cases  of  diphtheria,  typhoid  fever,  and  tubercu- 
losis. Examinations  are  made  at  the  Eublic  Healtli  Laboratory, 
Bi-istol  University,  but  I cannot  say  how  many  examinations  have 
lieen  made  for  cases  in  this  District.  -t 

Eases  otlier  than  those  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  have 
not  been  investigated. 

The  J'ents.  \hans,  and  Sheds  Act  has  been  added  to  the  Dis- 
trict Bye-lu'iws. 

With  regard  to  infantile  mortality,  no  special  steps  have  been 
taken  for  [)revention. 

The  chief  influences  which  threaten  the  health  of  the  District, 
and  whicli  call  for  remedy,  are  in  connection  witli  di'ainage,  the 
disposal  of  excretal  refuse,  the  deficient  water  supply,  and  the 
i n a d e ( ,|  u a t e housing  a c c o m m o d a t i o n . 

J.  ROWLAND  PAYNE, 

M.O.H.,  Coleforcl. 


COIvKFORD,  GROS.  ! 
ARTHUR  T.  BRIGHT,  PRINTER. 


